
Abstract
Spiders (Araneae) are a poorly explored order in Croatia. Considering that there is no 
complete list of spider species, there is a need for making one. Systematic listing started 
in protected areas (national and nature parks), and in time extended to other areas, like 
possible centers of endemism. Vis is the island most remote from the Croatian mainland 
in the Adriatic sea. The research of the araneofauna of the Vis island was conducted 
from the 30th of September until 10th of October 2005, covering the whole area of the 
island. The samples were collected in different habitats by the use of classic methods like 
sweeping net, pooter or exhauster, aerial, ground, and pitfall traps. The collecting and 
determination of the material were carried out by the biology students of the Depart-
ment of Biology, Faculty of Science, in Zagreb. The research project unveiled an overall 
number of 31 species in the island. The weather conditions promoted some sampling 
methods over others and this may have biased the species composition recorded (Heimer 
& Nentwig 1991, Roberts 1995). Crab-spiders, family Thomisidae, were the most numerous 
specimens sampled. This research represents the first systematical investigation into the 
island araneofauna in Croatia, and so represents a significant contribution to the checklist 
of Croatian spiders  (Nikoli  & Polenec 1981).



Table 1. Species list with sex ratio of all the specimen found.
* new recorded species in Croatia.




