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Abstract 
 

Three species of Gnaphosidae are recorded from Turkey for the first time. They 
are Berinda amabilis Roewer, 1928, Nomisia palaestina (O.P.-Cambridge, 1872) and 
Pterotricha lesserti Dalmas, 1921. Their localities (with GPS coordinates), descriptions 
and geographical distributions are given. 
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Introduction 
 

Gnaphosid spiders are generally characterized by having barrel-shaped anterior 
spinnerets that are one spinneret diameter apart. In Gnaphosidae, 1990 species belonging 
to 114 genera have been described all over the world (Platnick, 2007). This family is the 
most abundant and one of the most diverse of all spider families on Turkey. Until now, 
90 gnaphosid species belonging to 21 genera were recorded from Turkey (Ovtsharenko et 
al., 1992, Topçu et al., 2005, 2006, Özdemir et al., 2006, Seyyar et al., 2006a, 2006b, 
Varol et al., 2006). Three gnaphosid species are here recorded for the first time from 
Turkey. 
 

Material and Methods 
 

In this study, most of specimens were obtained from pitfall traps or found under 
stones in central parts of Turkey. Examined specimens were preserved in 70% ethanol 
and deposited in the Arachnology Museum of Niğde University (NUAM). The works of 
Chatzaki et al. (2002a, 2002b) and Levy (1995) were consulted for identifying the 
species by means of a SZX9 Olympus stereomicroscope. 
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Results 
 

Berinda amabilis Roewer, 1928 was recorded from Niğde (37˚57'N, 34˚33'E) in Central 
Anatolia, Turkey. Two males (NUAM GNA 51/001-2) were found under stones on 
19.VI.2001. Description ♂: Body length 6.9-7.6 mm. Prosoma oval, yellow to red-brown, 
narrow at cephalic part and widening at thoracic part. Scutum orange, covered with strong 
bristles. Sternum oval. Maxillae as in Zelotes. Labium longer than wide. Anterior row of 
eyes slightly recurved, posterior row slightly procurved or straight. Opisthosoma yellow 
grey. Anterior spinnerets long and cylindrical. Male palp resembles the description of 
Chatzaki (2002a). World distribution: Crete, Russia, Central Asia (Platnick, 2007). 
 

Nomisia palaestina (O.P.-Cambridge, 1872) was recorded from Bor district in Niğde 
Province (37˚57'N, 34˚33'E) and Gülek town in Mersin Province (37˚12'N, 34˚45'E). 
Three females (NUAM GNA 51/046-47, NUAM GNA 33/005) were found under stones 
during July 2002. Description ♀: Body length 10.2-8.50 mm. Prosoma reddish-brown. 
Sternum oval, reddish-brown. Opisthosoma grey-brown, with darker chevron-shaped 
spots. Legs yellowish brown, leg IV the longest. Epigynum resembles the description of 
Chatzaki (2002b). World distribution: Greece, Syria, Israel (Platnick, 2007). 
 

Pterotricha lesserti Dalmas, 1921, was recorded from Niğde (37˚58'N, 34˚40'E). Only 
one female (NUAM GNA 51/059) were collected by hand in July 2004. Description ♀: 
Body length 8.7 mm. Prosoma yellow with a distinct fovea, narrow at the front. Posterior 
median eyes elliptic. Sternum oval, reddish-yellow. Opisthosoma light yellow, with brown 
and light brown spots. Epigynum resembles the description of Levy (1995). World 
distribution: Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia (Platnick, 2007). 
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